Old Testament Quotes in Hebrews




Many argue against the Pauline authorship of Hebrews because of the way the author
introduced his quotes from the Old Testament. It is argued that the Pauline method is to
use “It is written,” whereas the author of Hebrews uses “He/God/the Holy Spirit says.”
Go here for an example of this line of argument. In this video George Guthrie says, “The
author [of Hebrews] does seem to use the Old Testament a bit differently than Paul.
Specifically he introduces his quotations differently than Paul. What’s the most common
way that Paul introduces a quotation? ‘It is written’ — gegraptai. But the author of
Hebrews uses forms of legein — ‘to speak or to say.” ‘God says ...,” ‘the Holy Spirit says ....

And this is a common introduction that was used in sermons in the Greek-Jewish

synagogue sermons. So the author of Hebrews uses “He says” rather than “It is written”

as his most common way of introducing a passage.”



https://www.biblicaltraining.org/lecture/26725

The evidence from Paul belies this assertion. Note these examples taken from the SBL Greek New

Testament and the NASB.

* 1Cor. 6:16

i} oVK oidate 8Tl O KOAADOUEVOC TH TOPVN £V cduUa £0TiV; EC0VTOL VAP ONOLY 01 OVO €i¢ GdpKa piov:

Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, “THE

TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.”

e 1Cor. 15:27

évto yop DrETaEEV VO TOLS TOJAGS oTOD” dTay O €lmm OTL ThvTa VIoTETOKTAL, dTJAOV OTL EKTOG TOD

VTOTAENVTOC ODTAD TO TAVTOL

For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER His FEET. But when He says, “All things are put in subjection,” it

is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him.




e 2Cor. 6:2

AEYEL YOP® KOUPD OEKT® EMMKOVGE GOV Kol &V UEPA cwtnpiag Eondncd ot idov ViV Kapog

gVMPOGOEKTOC, 100V VOV NuEpa cmTnpiog

for He says,

“AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME | LISTENED TO YOU,
AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION | HELPED YOU.”

Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,” behold, now is “THE DAY OF SALVATION” —

* Gal. 3:16

0 0€ APBpaap Eppéncav ai Emaryyeiion Kol 1@ 6mEPUATL ADTOD. 0V AEYEL KAl TOIC GMEPUACLY G EML

TOAM®V AAL" @G €@ €VOC” Kol T@ oTEPULATL GOV O¢ E0TLV YPLOTAC.

Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,”

as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ.




* Eph. 4:8

010 Aéyel avafag gig Dyoc Nyuoimtevoey aiypolooiay, [HEdwkey ddpata toic avOpdmorg.

Therefore it says,

“WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH,
HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES,
AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.”

a. Ephesians 4:8 Or He
* Eph.5:14

AV YAP TO PAVEPOVUEVOV PDC E0TIV: 010 AEYEL Eyelpe O KaBEVAWMV Kal AVACTA £K TOV VEKPOV, Kol
EMQAOOEL 601 O YPLOTOG,.

For this reason it says,

“Awake, sleeper,
And arise from the dead,
And Christ will shine on you.”

a. Ephesians 5:14 Or He



https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.+4%3A8&version=THGNT#fgrc-THGNT-6538a
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.+4%3A8&version=NASB#en-NASB-29281
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Eph.+5%3A14&version=NASB#en-NASB-29319

In my book The Authorship of Hebrews: The Case for Paul, | listed every one of these
examples and suggested they reflect “the preferred rabbinic formula indicating speech
rather than writing. Judging from these parallel formulas in Paul, a nihil obstat may still

apply with regard to the traditional assumption of Pauline authorship” (p. 5).

Finally, in a footnote on the same page, | quote the Greek grammarian Nigel Turner,

who says, “This impersonal use of ‘he says’ is quite rabbinical and also Pauline....” (A

Grammar of New Testament Greek, vol. 4). | then concluded that footnote with these
words: “That in Hebrews Paul should have more frequently than elsewhere employed
legei, eipen, etc. in introducing OT quotations is altogether consonant with what we

may suppose him to have done when addressing Hebrew Christians.”
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